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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

I hope that you are well and that 2022 has 
started in the ways that you would have wished 
in the circumstances.

I am pleased to be able to tell you that school 
attendance and staffing remain pleasingly 
strong in our Covid context. The number of 
positive cases remains low amongst students 
and staff. Staff absence is less than would 
normally be seen at this time of year, and 
students’ attendance is high approaching 96%, 
which is what we would normally expect. As 
a point of reference, I believe that, nationally, 
student attendance is around 88%. The situation 
can and may change very quickly, but let’s give 
thanks for what we have and keep us in your 
prayers as we move forward. I think we can say 
that is highly likely that our attendance levels 
can be put down to the incredible efforts of 
all – parents, students and staff, to observe the 
guidance and to do everything we can to keep 
each other safe. On the point of face coverings 
and today’s announcement; we will continue 
to wear face coverings in school for the 
foreseeable future. We will review the situation 
and update you in next week’s email.

One of the great challenges facing schools 
in the current climate is recruitment and 
succession planning. This applies to our 
Governing Board just as it applies to the staff 
in our school. We are currently looking for 
new Foundation Governors who will be able 
to join our Board and offer a skill-set that will 
help move our school forward. The qualifying 
criteria include being a practicing Catholic and a 
reference from their parish priest. The difficulty 
we face is that we have our full quota of parent 
foundation governors, and so any applications 
would need to be from someone who does 
not have a child in our school. If you could 
recommend or approach someone you think 
would be suitable, please either contact the 
clerk to the governors directly, (on radcliffe@
jhn.herts.sch.uk) or approach the potential 

candidate and ask them to contact our school. 
Our Governors are key to the success of our 
school, so do please be proactive in suggesting 
possible candidates.

We are also into, what schools often refer to as, 
the “transfer window”. This is the period from 
January through to the 31st May, when many 
staff look for career advancement and different 
opportunities. From my conversations with 
other headteachers it is clear that we are all 
expecting much more movement than would be 
usual during this time, as we move into a post 
Covid phase. This is because, not surprisingly, 
there was very little staff movement during the 
past two years.

We advertise all of our staffing vacancies on 
Twitter and the school website, so once again 
if you know of any good teachers or support 
staff who are looking for a new opportunity at 
an excellent school, please make them aware of 
our vacancies.

 

Have a lovely weekend.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew

Reflection

Inspired by the Gospel reading last Sunday, I found the 
reflection below:
O Lord, when I wonder whether I am getting anywhere 
at all, or why I even try? 
Let me not forget,
“A drop in a bucket is only a drop. A minor and moist 
detail, for a drop cannot change the colour or taste in a 
ten pint pail. But if the drop has the colour of love and 
the taste of tears divine, one drop dropped into the vessel 
of life can turn water into wine.”
From ‘Heaven’s Sake’ by Helen Kromer
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us



COVID-19 VACCINATION
The School Aged Immunisation Team (CSAIS) will deliver the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccination in school 
on Thursday 27th January. 

Consent Form: Covid Consent Form (hct.nhs.uk) You will need this unique code number EE137895 
which identifies your child’s school. The electronic link will close at noon/ 12pm on 26/01/2022.

Please complete the consent from (even you have done so previously) if your son/daughter is 
receiving;

1. Their Second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. This only applies to pupils:

- who have received their first dose more than twelve weeks ago. 

- who have not had Covid-19 in the last 12 weeks.

- aged between 12-15 years old.

2. Their First dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. This only applies to pupils:

- who have not had Covid-19 in the last 12 weeks.

- aged between 12-15 years old on Thursday 27th January.

Alternately, you can book an appointment at a local vaccination clinic, find out more and book at: 
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people  
or Book a COVID-19 vaccination appointment

Isolation Period Update

The Health Secretary has said: “UKHSA data shows that around two-thirds of positive cases are no 
longer infectious by the end of day five and we want to use the testing capacity that we’ve built up 
to help these people leave isolation safely.”

Under new rules, which will come into force on Monday (January 17th), people in England with 
Covid can leave isolation after five full days - providing they test negative on lateral flow tests on 
day five and six.

WITH SYMPTOMS

Isolation starts from the day of 
your first symptoms.

You must remain in isolation for 
five full days. If you do a negative 
test on the 5th day AND at the 
beginning of the 6th day you can 
then leave self-isolation.

NO SYMPTOMS

Isolation starts from the day of 
your first positive lateral flow test.

You must remain in isolation for 
five full days. If you do a negative 
test on the 5th day AND at the 
beginning of the 6th day you can 
then leave self-isolation.

However, with or without symptoms, if you continue to test positive, you must still remain in 
isolation until you have a negative test or complete the full 10-day isolation period and have no 
temperature.

Home Testing – Lateral Flow Tests

Please continue to test twice weekly and log results onto the NHS website. If you need more test 
kit,s the pupils can collect these from their Learning Co-ordinator.  If you have a positive test 
please inform the school’s attendance officer Mrs J Mees on meesj@jhn.herts.sch.uk 

https://forms.hct.nhs.uk/CovidConsent/eForm/#!/Page1
https://covid.healthierfuture.org.uk/vaccine-information-for-young-people
mailto:meesj@jhn.herts.sch.uk


HISTORY

OVERVIEW
History is the study of everything! At SJHN, we are seeking to give pupils and students a 
grounding in some of the key developments over the last 2,000 years. We study the past primarily 
through the experience of Britain and Britons. It is important that the history of all peoples is 
studied, not just rulers. Therefore, our curriculum, from years 7 through to 13, is built around five 
key themes: 

• People and protest

• Society and social change

• Impact of individuals

• Religious developments

• Global Britain

Throughout the curriculum, there are opportunities 
for students to explore important topics linked to 
their wider world such as British values and Catholic 
Social Teaching. The ability to be reflective about 
their beliefs, religious or otherwise is a theme visited 
throughout the curriculum. Students are challenged 
to investigate, debate and consider a range of 
different viewpoints on topics that develop their 
critical thinking. 

Diversity is celebrated throughout the curriculum 
with a focus on key individuals who have changed 
the world for the better. A focus on significant 
individuals or places in Britain encourages students 
to reflect on their own cultural assumptions and 
values. 

History lessons focus on developing the knowledge 
and understanding of the content through a range of 
text study, source work and interpretation analysis. 
Students are encouraged to make judgments and 
come to their own conclusions. 

The words WHY, WHAT, WHEN, WHO and WHERE 
are extremely important in the study of History and 
pupils / students are constantly taught to probe 
further to find out more. 

We were very proud to host our annual 
Remembrance Service in November. On this 
occasion we commemorated the centenary of the 
Royal British Legion. The service was attended 
by local dignitaries, military cadets, staff and a 
large number of pupils and students. Father Philip 
conducted the very moving service first by the 
pond and then by the memorial plaque on the 
Pavilion. 



KEY STAGE 3
A lot of work is being done to improve the History curriculum, especially at KS3. We have kept 
many of the familiar topics but the emphasis has been to make History relevant to all of our pupils 
and students. 

Our KS3 curriculum is designed to ensure that even if pupils do not opt to study History at GCSE 
and beyond, they have a clear understanding of events from the past 2,000 years and the impact 
that they have had on the world around them.

To support their learning, we encourage pupils to explore history by visiting sites and museums,  
by reading and watching documentaries. At KS3, the Horrible Histories series is particularly good. 

Year 7

Year 7s began the year looking at the events of 1066 and 
the impact of the Norman Conquest. Some of the classes 
had great fun re-enacting the Battle of Hastings, with the 
assistance of some of the A-Level students. These role plays 
showed how important position on Senlac Hill and the parts 
played by the cavalry and the archers were to the ultimate 
victory of Duke William. 

In the second half of the Autumn Term, pupils looked at 
a range of aspects of life within Medieval England. They 
have looked at the role of monarchy; the development of 
parliament; the power of the Church and how people used 
protest to try to improve their lives.

This term, pupils will be focusing on the Tudors and the 
English Reformation before completing an in-depth study 
of Elizabeth I. Hatfield House would be a great place to visit 
as this was Elizabeth’s former residence. Hampton Court 
Palace in London is another good destination to find out 
more about the Tudors and life in Tudor times. 

In the summer term, pupils will be using all the work they 
have studied to form judgments about the effectiveness of 
monarchy. They will look back over all the monarchs they 
have studied and compare these to find the best ones. Of 
course, next month sees the Platinum Jubilee of our current 
monarch, Elizabeth II. Pupils may want to think about how 
her reign compares with those in the past. They may also 
want to compete in our Platinum Jubilee Stamp Design 
Saints house competition in February. 

Year 8

We started the year by looking at the Industrial 
Revolution. Pupils studied the developments 
in work, how the poor were treated through 
looking at workhouses, transport and public 
health and they considered how ordinary people 
were affected by these changes. Pupils have 
been individually doing focused studies on 
some of the key individuals from this period, 
e.g. Dr. John Snow, Florence Nightingale, Edwin 
Chadwick, Charles Dickens and Josephine 
Butler. 

Before Christmas, we looked at the 
development of democracy in Britain. We 
focused specifically on the experience of the 
women’s suffrage movement. Pupils will have 
discussed whether the Suffragette’s mantra, 
“Deeds not Words” was the most effective 
way to win women the right to vote. We have 
placed this in the context of the present day, 
where there are many countries where women 
and other minority groups face harassment and 
violence for voting.

This term, pupils will be studying the First 
World War and its impact on Europe. We 
will be particularly focusing on the Western 
Front and the experiences of soldiers fighting 
in the trenches. You might want to visit the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
website https://www.cwgc.org/ to find out 

about ancestors who fought in the war or pay a 
visit to the local war memorial. 

Pupils will then look at the impact of WWI.  
They will focus especially on the development 
of new ideologies, such as communism and 
fascism and consider how they changed 
the world. Pupils will specifically study Nazi 
Germany during the 1930s and look at how 
different social groups, young people, women 
and minorities were treated. 

In the summer term, 
pupils will study the 
Holocaust. This is 
a challenging topic 
but one which is so 
important. We study it then as pupils have the 
maturity to understand. Holocaust Memorial 
Day will be commemorated on 27th January 
and there will be a range of activities across 
the school for all year groups during this most 
important date. 



Year 9

Due to COVID restrictions last year, pupils in year 9 didn’t study the 
Holocaust in year 8. Therefore, they studied it in the first half of the 
Autumn Term. All the subject staff were very impressed with the maturity 
they demonstrated. They initially looked at the steps towards persecution 
before investigating the Final Solution. It was important that pupils 
understood that this appalling experience did not destroy the Jewish 
faith, indeed it strengthened it. Pupils used the testimonies of survivors to 
appreciate the importance of continuing to study it. We must learn lessons 
from the past to avoid repeating such awful events.

Before Christmas, pupils learnt about different aspects of the Second 
World War. It is important for pupils to understand that this was a total war 
which encompassed most of the world.

This term, year 9 will be the first cohort to study a new unit,  
migration through time. Whilst we have always 
endeavoured to study the history of a wide range of social 
groups, we felt that it is particularly important to look 
at the experiences of migrants to Britain, from the Celts 
and Romans to the present day. Pupils will be studying 
individuals like John Blanke, a black royal trumpeter in the 
court of Henry VIII and Paul Stephenson, who led the Bristol 
bus boycott in 1963. We will also look at the experiences of 
other groups of people, including Irish families in the 19th 
century, Asian people and Eastern Europeans. We are very 
excited about this new course and we encourage families to 
talk about their ancestry. The Our Migration Story website 
is a very good site to explore to find out more about this 
fascinating topic, https://www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk/

After Easter, pupils will study modern history, from the 
1960s to the present. This will be a great opportunity to talk 
to family members and friends and dig out old photo albums!

Year 10

Year 10 studied Medicine last year and are 
just finishing Early Elizabethan England. 
They have learnt about the problems facing 
Elizabeth, including religious division and 
threats from Scotland and Spain. They have 
studied life in Elizabethan England, especially 
education, leisure and the experiences of the 
poor. Students are currently learning about 
exploration and the voyages of discovery and 
are particularly focusing on Sir Walter Raleigh 
and the English colonisation of Virginia in North 
America.

This term, year 10 students will be starting 
the Weimar and Nazi Germany unit. This will 
build upon work they studied in year 8. They 
will start by looking at the development of 
the German Republic after the First World 
War and the problems it faced. They will then 
study the golden age of Stresemann before 
looking at the Wall Street Crash and the 
Depression. The parallel rise of the Nazi Party 
will then be taught before students look at the 
establishment of a dictatorship and life in Nazi 
Germany.  

KEY STAGE 4 - GCSE HISTORY
For GCSE, we follow the Edexcel syllabus. 
We study four topics:

• Early Elizabethan England, 1558 -1588

• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 -1939

• Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 
1941-1991

• Medicine in Britain, c1250 – present, 
including the British Sector of the 
Western Front 1914-18

Sir Walter Raleigh Elizabeth I 

https://www.ourmigrationstory.org.uk/


Year 11

Year 11 have now finished the content they are 
required to know for the exam this year. Due 
to Ofqual changes for the 2022 examination 
series, students in year 11 have been allowed to 
drop a paper in History. As a school we have 
taken the decision to not teach the Cold War 
unit and this is giving us the opportunity to 
maximise revision for the three remaining units 
which they have already studied.

Students in year 11 began their revision of 
Germany in October and sat a full Germany 
paper in the November Mocks. They began 
revision for Medicine in November and will 
begin revision for Elizabeth at the end of 
January. This will enable them to complete 
mock exams for Medicine in Britain and Early 
Elizabethan England by Easter.

As well as guided revision provided by subject 
teachers in class and via SMHW, students in all 
GCSE classes, years 10 and 11, are advised to 
undertake their own revision for GCSE Edexcel 
History. 

GCSE Pod is an excellent resource which all 
students can use. They have all been sent login 
details via SMHW. This gives them access to 
thousands of videos (pods) and activities, 
ranging from practice exam questions to 
Check and Challenge quizzes. 

The History Department has invested in an 
Udemy course and students will have been 
given details about how to access this by their 
class teacher.

BBC Bitesize and Seneca Learning can also 
have some useful revision resources. It is 
very important that students check that they 
are following the right GCSE exam board 
(Edexcel) and the right units (listed earlier).

There is no need for students to purchase 
published revision guides but, if they want 
to, we recommend the Pearson revision 
workbooks and the Target 5 / Target 9 books.

Year 11 students are currently thinking about 
their 6th form options. Anyone who is 
considering studying A Level History and / 
or A Level Politics is encouraged to speak to 
members of the History Department to find 
out more.

KEY STAGE 5 - A LEVEL HISTORY
Year 12

A significant number of students are studying A 
Level History in the Sixth Form. It is a popular option 
because students like the ability to be able to form 
their own judgments and make decisions. A Level 
students are encouraged to find out about the 
past through enquiry and seek a range of possible 
interpretations which they can analyse and evaluate.

Year 12 are currently taught by three members of 
the History department. They are studying Churchill, 
1929-1951. This unit includes not just Churchill’s 
wartime leadership but also the periods when he was 
out of office. students are encouraged to question 
viewpoints about Churchill’s leadership in the light 
of evidence. Was he really the “Greatest Briton”, as a 
nationwide poll in 2002 announced?

They are also finding out about modern Britain. The 
unit starts in 1951 and goes through to the election of 
New Labour in 1997. It is great that students can talk 
to family members and friends about their memories 
and experiences of this recent past. They are looking 
at the full range of themes: the role of people 
and protest; changes in society and social policy; 
economic policy and stagnation; political leadership 
and foreign policy.

Alongside the two British units, students are also studying Russia in the 20th century. They are 
discovering how revolutions turned Russia from an absolute monarchy into, briefly, a democracy 
and then a communist dictatorship. They are considering similar themes to the British units of 
study so they are able to make links between their examination topics. Covid unfortunately meant 
that we were not able to run the bi-annual Russia trip in October 2021 as originally planned but this 
has been extremely successful in the past in helping to bring the history of the largest country in 
the world to life for our students. 



Year 13

Our year 13 students are working very hard to prepare themselves for their upcoming 
examinations. They will all be writing a 3 - 4,000 word essay after half term. Most of the students 
have been studying the American Civil Rights Movement. We look forward to working with them in 
our annual Coursework Writing Week.

As well as completing the coursework component, students are still studying the Tudor Rebellions 
unit. They have completed their chronological overview of the period and are now re-evaluating 
the sixteen rebellions synoptically. The variation between the nine years of Tyrone’s rebellion 
compared to the 12 hours of Essex’s rebellion or the stark difference between the 40,000 
“pilgrims” who supported Robert Aske in 1536 as opposed to the four rebellions who kicked down 
the enclosure fences in Oxfordshire in 1596 has provoked a lot of interesting debate.

Students should have completed their learning by Easter and they are already being encouraged 
to start their revision for the OCR History A Level.

KEY STAGE 5 - A LEVEL POLITICS
There has never been a more interesting time to study Politics and the large group in year 
12 shows the high level of interest there is among young people to understand how power is 
shared and how countries are governed. It is such a relevant A Level; students are encouraged 
to watch the news regularly and to use what is happening today in lessons to support their 
judgments.

Year 12

Year 12 are the first year studying the AQA A 
Level Politics course. They are over halfway 
through their first paper, which focuses on 
British politics. They are studying a wide 
range of aspects; from the role of Parliament 
to devolution and from the impact of 
pressure groups to electoral reform. They are 
all working extremely hard and the lessons 
are full of lively discussion. 

When they have completed their study of the 
British political system, which should be by 
Easter, they will embark on the second paper 
which looks at political ideologies, such as  
conservatism, socialism, liberalism and feminism.

Year 13

The current year 13 Politics cohort are 
the last to be following the Edexcel exam 
course. They completed their study of 
British politics in year 12 and have been 
studying both political ideologies and 
American politics since May 2021. US 
politics has always been fascinating but is 
particularly interesting at the moment.  
This year group were lucky to have 
experienced the 2020 presidential election 
during their course. We were all shocked 
by the events on Capitol Hill a year ago 
and students are now awaiting the impact 
of President Trump’s three appointments to 
the Supreme Court on key aspects of social 
policy, including immigration and abortion. 

It is anticipated that students will have 
completed their studies by Easter and lessons 

will then focus on revision. It is important, 
however, that students continue to follow the 
news because things could, and probably will, 
be happening right up to the day of the exam 
which will impact on their knowledge and 
understanding.



Football

Last Wednesday, the year 7 boys football 
team played Barclay Academy. The boys were 
looking to get back to winning ways after a 
well-rested Christmas break. JHN started the 
better of the two sides with some well-worked 
passing from the back. The pressure amounted 
to an early lead after a great run from Tyler 
Murray-Bruce who tapped home. JHN soon 
doubled their lead, however, Barclay responded 
well with a goal just before half time to leave 
it 2-1 to JHN at the break. JHN then came out 
the traps and played their best football of the 
season. An array of passes and quick movement 
gave JHN another early goal at the start of the 
half making it 3-1. Barclay once again responded 
keeping the game alive, but it was JHN who 
ended up victorious after a late second half 
goal, leaving the final result at 4-2. Goal scorers 
were Tyler Murray-Bruce (x2), Logan Kitchener 
and Louis Milleret.

On Monday, the year 7 boys B team had their 
first fixture for JHN, away at Barclay. They 
started well in the first half and came close 
on a number of occasions. Liam Stokes made 
some fine saves in goal to keep it all square. 
It wasn’t until the last 5 minutes of the half 
that Barclay managed to scramble a goal in 
and, unfortunately, it was the same result in 
the second half which lmeant a 2-0 victory to 
Barclay. JHN came very close in the second half 
through some great shots on target by Nicolas 
Bogacki and Steve Ukwu but it wasn’t to be...

Netball Trip May 2022

If anyone would like to go and watch an elite 
game of netball locally, Miss Drackford has 
arranged a trip for May 2022; please contact 
her for more details. 

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Swimming

Good luck to all of our swimmers who 
are competing in the North Herts district 
swimming gala on Thursday 27th January 
at Hitchin Swimming Pool.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR

Dance club will start next week for Year 7 
and 8. Dance studio 

Dance Club 
Thursday  Week 1:  Year 7 
3:10pm- 4.15pm Week 2:  Year 8 
  



The Child Exploitation and Online Protection 
Command (CEOP) helps keep children safe 
from online grooming.  Grooming is a word used 
to describe people befriending children in order 
to take advantage of them for sexual purposes.  
If you suspect there is an adult who is in 
contact with your child, and they are behaving 
inappropriately, then you should report this to 
the CEOP.  A summary of what parents need to 
know about online grooming can be found at:

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-
grooming/learn-about-it/

The links below contain a range of further 
information and age appropriate resources 
to help keep children safe from child sexual 
exploitation. 

4-7 year olds - https://www.thinkuknow.
co.uk/4_7/

8-10 year olds - https://www.thinkuknow.
co.uk/8_10/

11-13 year olds - https://www.thinkuknow.
co.uk/11_13/

Young people 14+ - https://www.thinkuknow.
co.uk/14_plus/

Parents/carers - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
parents/

SAFEGUARDING

ONLINE GROOMING AND REPORTING ONLINE SEXUAL ABUSE

https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/learn-about-it/
https://www.internetmatters.org/issues/online-grooming/learn-about-it/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/4_7/child/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/4_7/child/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/band-runner/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/band-runner/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_13/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/11_13/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/14_plus/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
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NOTICES

THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

CTEC & BTEC Exams continue until Tuesday

Monday 24th Jan Year 11 Art Graphics & Textile Mock Exam

Tuesday 25th Jan Year 11 Art Graphics & Textile Mock Exam

Thursday 27th Jan
All Day

Holocaust Memorial Day
Covid Jabs in the Gym
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