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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Welcome to the last newsletter of this half term. It has been a much quieter, and I would say 
less high-spirited week than normal at this time of year, without our usual KiSS Week activities, 
postponed due to the pandemic. That said, I must commend every one of our students for the hard 
work, dedication and care for one another that they have exhibited over the last six weeks. Well 
done!

I have copied a section below from Mr Anderson which is specifically for our examination classes in 
years 11 and 13; it is the published advice from the examination boards:

Prayer
This is what the Lord your god ask of you, only this:
That you act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly 
with your God.
Micah 6:8
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us
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including private schools

Have a restful and spiritual half term break; I look 
forward to see you all on our return to school on 
Monday 21st February.  
God bless,  
Mr Mathew

Subject-by-subject support for GCSE, AS 
and A level students in 2022 - GOV.UK

Additional support this year. A package of 
support has been put in place for students 
taking GCSE, AS and A level qualifications 
in summer 2022.

www.gov.uk

The advanced information has been made 
freely available by all the boards and is not 
behind a paywall. The advanced information 
pertains to specific papers and specifications, 
so naturally looks different between different 
boards and between different subjects. We will 
collate the exam board information specific to 
the school’s courses and send the link out early 
next week.

Your sons and daughters will also receive a 
copy of the relevant information from each of 
their subject teachers and will be told how they 
can use this to maximise their revision 

opportunities. Departments will also be using 
the lists when compiling the upcoming mock 
exams and planning for revision in the run up 
to the final exams.

Mr Anderson.”

“The exam boards released advanced 
information for most GCSEs and A levels 
yesterday, ahead of this summer’s exam 
series. A DFE page containing all exam boards’ 
advanced information and adaptations is 
available at - https://www.gov.uk/guidance/
subject-by-subject-support-for-gcse-as-and-a-
level-students-in-2022

www.gov.uk
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It’s been a fantastic start to the year in Maths. All year groups are studying hard and making 
connections between their new learning and previous topics.

Below are some examples of the excellent work that has already been completed and that we will 
be meeting in class over the rest of the year.

MATHEMATICS

KEY STAGE 3
Year 7 have made a great start at JHN discovering sequences and the 
links between numbers, graphs and trends. The Year 7 particularly 
enjoyed looking at the Fibonacci sequence which frequently appears 
in nature.

Year 7 then started their journey in algebra, collecting like terms and 
solving equations, using visual methods to represent and understand 
what is happening in an equation and how to process it.

This term Year 7 have been investigating the equivalence between 
fractions, decimals and percentages to gain a deep understanding of 
the three forms frequently used in life outside school.

Year 8

Year 8 started the year investigating ratio.  
They then began making connections 
between number relationships and their 
algebraic and graphical representation. This 
term, Year 8 have been learning how to 
represent and interpret data using the mean, 
median and mode and exploring probability.

Year 9

Year 9 had a productive first half term, 
building on their work on graphs from Year 
8 and learning how to find the gradient, 
intercept and equation of the line.  We then 
extended our knowledge of algebra, solving 
equations and exploring how to rearrange 
formulae before taking the opportunity 
to look at making and testing conjecture, 
using formal methods to look for proof and 
counterexamples. 

In the second half term, as well as looking 
at volume and surface area, we investigated 
plans and elevations, looking at more 
complex 3D shapes including cones, 
pyramids and frustrums.

This term, Year 9 have been introduced 
to irrational numbers including surds and 
explored how to simplify them. 

KEY STAGE 4
Year 10 

In Year 10 our students have been working 
incredibly hard transitioning to the GCSE 
curriculum. They started with a look 
at similarity and congruence last term 
which built on topics they had studied in 
Year 9. After this they have explored key 
algebraic topics, such as solving equations 
and inequalities as well as Simultaneous 
Equations which is a topic they have never 
seen before. Another new topic to them 
was Trigonometry, learning and applying 
the different ratios of Sine, Cosine and 
Tan. This term focuses more on geometric 
understanding looking at area and volume 
of more complex shapes such as cones 
and spheres. They have shown great 
resilience and coped well with often 
complex ideas. Well done Year 10! 



Year 11 

The students in Year 11 are doing well and giving that final push before exam time. The first 
term saw the students look at important geometric and algebraic topics. They have worked 
hard to expand on their knowledge of linear and non-linear graphs and how these graphs can 
be applied to real life situations. They have also developed their understanding of important 
algebraic topics such as changing the subject and Functions. This term they have been looking 
at transformations and how they can affect graphs. One lesson a week now is being dedicated 
to working through practice papers, solidifying their exam technique in both non-calculator and 
calculator topics. Straight after half term they will be sitting their final mock exams. The topic list 
for this can be found on SMHW. Good luck in your mock exams!

Extra curricular maths:                                       

Year 7 and Year 8 competed in their first TT Rockstars 
competition during the first half term. Each form had a week 
to battle another form in the year group and the winner 
progressed to the next round.

Congratulations to the overall winners – 7JBA and 8BD, who 
received Newman points, sweets and the TT Rockstar cup. 

The second battle of the year is currently underway and 
all forms are working hard to give their form the chance to 
claim the cup.  

On the 4th February, we took part 
in NSPCC rock tournament and 
reached an amazing 27th place 
out of the 134 secondary schools 
taking part in England. 

Key Stage 3 mathematicians enjoyed 
Barvember which promotes the use of bar 
modelling to answer questions about ratio, 
proportion and change.  Thank you for all your 
support at home as we enjoyed getting your 
answers every week in November.

Well done to the Year 9 and 10 students who 
took part in the Intermediate Maths Challenge 
on 2nd February.  The results should be in soon!

March the fourteenth (3.14) is Pi Day. We 
will be celebrating this by running Pi based 
competitions for KS3 and KS4.  The rules for the 
competitions will be shared in lessons and this is 
an excellent opportunity to win Newman Points 
for your form.

KEY STAGE 5
The new Year 12 Mathematicians have 
approached their learning with enthusiasm, 
consolidating their knowledge from GCSE and 
building on this as they learn how to solve 
increasingly complex problems in Pure Maths, 
Statistics and Mechanics.

To allow students to further develop as 
mathematicians, they need to be dedicating 
time to independent study beyond the 
textbook.  We highly recommend the websites 
Maths Genie and Physics and Maths Tutor.  
These both have revision resources and exam  
type questions.

The Further Mathematicians hit the ground 
running and completed the AS Maths course – 
well done!

Year 13 have been working hard on Pure Maths, 
Mechanics and Statistics.  The OCR board 
released additional information about the exams 
on 7th February, and we are sharing this with 
the students now, to help them to target their 
revision going forward.

The Key Stage 5 Maths support sessions are 
continuing every Monday 3.20 – 4.20pm in 
Room 6.  All Year 12 and 13 mathematicians are 
welcome, so please come along if you’d like 
extra help with a topic, or just a place to sit and 
concentrate on your maths.



FICTION 

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night - time (Mark Haddon)  
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is a murder mystery novel like no other. The 
detective, and narrator, is Christopher Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has Asperger’s Syndrome. 
He knows a very great deal about maths and very little about human beings. He loves lists, patterns 
and the truth. He hates the colours yellow and brown and being touched. He has never gone further 
than the end of the road on his own, but when he finds a neighbour’s dog murdered he sets out on a 
terrifying journey which will turn his whole world upside down.

NON-FICTION 

50 Mathematical Ideas You Really Need to Know (Tony Crilly)  
In 50 Maths Ideas You Really Need to Know, Professor Tony Crilly explains in 50 clear and concise 
essays the mathematical concepts - ancient and modern, theoretical and practical, everyday and 
esoteric - that allow us to understand and shape the world around us.

Packed with diagrams, examples and anecdotes, this book is the perfect overview of this often 
daunting but always essential subject. For once, mathematics couldn’t be simpler.

Cabinet of Mathematical Curiosities (Ian Stewart)  
Like a magpie, Ian Stewart has collected the most enlightening, entertaining and vexing ‘curiosities’ 
of maths over the years... Now, the private collection is displayed in his cabinet.

There are some hidden gems of logic, geometry and probability -- like how to extract a cherry from a 
cocktail glass (harder than you think), a pop up dodecahedron, the real reason why you can’t divide 
anything by zero and some tips for making money by proving the obvious.

The Code Book (Simon Singh)  
The Code Book is a history of man’s urge to uncover the secrets of codes, from Egyptian puzzles to 
modern day computer encryptions.

As in Fermat’s Last Theorem, Simon Singh brings life to an anstonishing story of puzzles, codes, 
languages and riddles that reveals man’s continual pursuit to disguise and uncover, and to work out 
the secret languages of others.

The Simpsons and their Mathematical Secrets (Simon Singh)  
You may have watched hundreds of episodes of The Simpsons (and its sister show Futurama) 
without ever realising that they contain enough maths to form an entire university course. In The 
Simpsons and Their Mathematical Secrets, Simon Singh explains how the brilliant writers, some of 
the mathematicians, have smuggled in mathematical jokes throughout the cartoon’s twenty-five year 
history, exploring everything from to Mersenne primes, from Euler’s equation to the unsolved riddle 
of P vs. NP, from perfect numbers to narcissistic numbers, and much more.

How Many Socks Make a Pair?:  
Surprisingly Interesting Maths  
(Rob Eastway) 

Hello World: How to be Human in the Age of the Machine (Hannah Fry) 

You are accused of a crime. Who would you rather determined your fate – a 
human or an algorithm?

An algorithm is more consistent and less prone to error of judgement. Yet a 
human can look you in the eye before passing sentence.

Welcome to the age of the algorithm, the story of a not-too-distant future where 
machines rule supreme, making important decisions – in healthcare, transport, 
finance, security, what we watch, where we go even who we send to prison.  
So how much should we rely on them? What kind of future do we want?

MATHS READING LIST 

Humble Pi: A Comedy of Maths Errors (Matt Parker) 

The Life-Changing Magic of Numbers (Bobby Seagull) The Number Mysteries (Marcus du Sautoy) 

PUZZLE BOOKS 

Alex’s Adventures in Numberland (Alex Bellos) 

Can you solve my problems (Alex Bellos)



10 TOP TIPS FOR RESPECT ONLINE
Between chatting and gaming online, scrolling through social media, and streaming music and 
video, young people are almost constantly connected the digital world in their free time.  Recent 
research identified that 77% of youngsters were spending more time online on games and apps 
than they did before the pandemic.  One immediately obvious issue with that is that almost half 
(45%) of parents have concerns about their child being bullied on the internet. 

Although there’s plenty that trusted adults can do to make the internet a safer place, it’s also vital 
that we educate and empower our children to create a more hospitable, more tolerant online 
environment – whether that’s thinking more carefully about the content they post and share, for 
example, or considering how they interact with other people when they’re online.

Safer Internet Day 2022 explores this theme of respect and relationships in the digital world – and 
National Online Safety is supporting the event by releasing two guides on the subject. One guide is 
designed to help children maintain positive communication online, while the other highlights ways 
that parents and carers can support young people in being good digital citizens, and contribute to 
more respectful, positive relationships with each other online.  

SAFEGUARDING - Online Safety







Football

Year 8 boys football: The year 8s played 
Ashlyn’s School in the county cup plate match 
where they won 2-0 at home; this puts them 
through into the quarter final against Reach 
Free School. Great performance from all, goals 
came from Michael Curtin and Marvin Fordjour 
– players’ player goes to Marvin Fordjour for all 
his hard work playing up top and scoring.

Trampolining 

Congratulations to Amelie Evans who 
competed in a trampoline competition over 
the weekend and came 2nd overall and won 
two medals. She has now qualified for the 
next round in March, good luck for the next 
competition. 

Basketball

Year 10 boys basketball Vs St Chris:

A great first game back for the year 10 
basketball team last night ended in a convincing 
win of 61-40 against St Chris School. A great all 
round performance from all, players’ player goes 
to Gabriel Kennedy.

Netball

The deadline for the Saracens Mavericks 
Netball trip is today, if you haven’t been 
able to speak to Miss Drackford but would 
like to attend this trip please email her asap 
drackforde@jhn.Herts.sch.uk

Year 7

On Wednesday night this year 7 netball team 
played together in a netball tournament at 
The Priory School in Hitchin. The girls played 
amazing and were undefeated, and had a 
lovely evening. Well done all, Miss Drackford

Year 8

Another great evening last night with the Year 
8 netball team winning 24-0 against Marriotts 
and 34-0 against Nobel. Another clean sweep 
for defence not letting in any goals, also 
superb shooting 58 goals in 48minutes and 
great attack.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Cross country

On Saturday, we attended the County 
Cross Country Championships in St Albans 
where our athletes tackled a tough course 
and competed against the best runners in 
Hertfordshire. James Kosky and Thomas 
Rustean were up first in the Inter-Boys 
race, both finishing in the top 30. A well-
paced and brilliant run from both. Summer 
Goodman, Olivia Bandyra,  Emile Janusyte,  
and Adele Janusyte worked extremely hard 
in the junior girls’ race, all finishing well. 
Bartocz Wolowicz and Karolina Wolowicz 
followed in the Junior races, both with 
brilliant times. Our final race of the day was 
run by Samuel Pitman, Samuel Lief and 
Rakesh Nakarask who managed the run with 
a smile on their faces. A particular mention 
goes to Sophie Stelmach and Karol Pluta 
who missed their races due to an accident 
closing a road, yet travelled to the park and 
completed their run once everyone had 
left. Fantastic effort from you both, we are 
amazed by you. We are incredibly proud 
of all our athletes and their dedication to 
school sport. Well done all. 



SWIMMING GALA MEDALS

Students were presented with their medals by Mr Mathew today. They took part in the annual 
swimming gala at Hitchin swimming pool. Well done for the fantastic results!
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NOTICES

LIBRARY BIRTHDAY BOOK LIST
A reminder that our ‘Birthday wishlist’ is now 
live on Amazon. If you wish to purchase a text 
for the school library on your child’s birthday, 
just use the link below. Thank you so much to all 
those families that have already purchased texts 
to support the growth of our library!

We are delighted to add several lovely new 
books to our developing library. Thank you very 
much to the families who responded so quickly 
and generously to our Library birthday book 
appeal!

If your family has a birthday coming up please 
consider celebrating by choosing a birthday 
book from our list here https://amzn.eu/8fyjLbc

CURRENT VACANCIES
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