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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

Prayer
God of Love,
Your son, Jesus, is your greatest gift to us.
He is a sign of your love.
Help us walk in that love during the weeks of Advent,
As we wait and prepare for his coming.
We pray in the name of Jesus, our Saviour. Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

I hope that you found the recent extended 
weekend helpful, and that it was a good 
opportunity for your son or daughter to restore 
and prepare for the remaining weeks of term. 
I must say that the children had much more 
energy on their return to school on Tuesday 
than before the break on Thursday.

As you will be aware, from the announcements 
made by the Prime Minister during this week 
and the coverage in the national press, the 
impact of the pandemic is once more affecting 
all of our lives. Schools have been asked to carry 
out on site testing during the school day, if they 
think it is necessary.  We have been doing so for 
a number of weeks and so feel confident that 
we are managing the situation well in school. I 
would ask that all families ensure that their child 
or children complete a lateral flow test at home; 
we are currently recommending that this is 
carried out on Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday. 
I mention this point as it was apparent in our 
onsite testing sessions that some students did 
not know how to complete a test without help. 
We are aware that some children will need 
this, but most should be able to conduct their 
test independently because it has become 
an important part of their routine, and an 
important contribution to making themselves, 
their families and the school community as safe 
as possible.

The Government have now indicated that they 
will require schools to test all students on their 
return to school after the Christmas break. They 
have also indicated that they will give schools 
time to carry out these tests, before a return to 
the normal timetable. For a school as large as 
ours (the average size of a secondary school 
in England is approximately 900 students, 
whereas we have over 1600 students) this is a 
significant task for us to undertake. I will give 
you the details of how we propose to do this 
in next week’s newsletter, but I can share that 
previously this has taken has two and half days 
to complete. I am sure that more guidance will 
be given to school in the coming days.

Our greatest concern at the moment is the 
requirement for close contacts of the new 
strain of Covid, Omicron, to isolate for ten days. 
Schools generally are concerned that this could 
quickly result in large groups of students having 
to self-isolate at home; something that no one 
wishes to see happen. The current number of 
cases in our school is much higher than it has 
been for many months, so I do ask that the 
guidance on self-testing, wearing face coverings 
and social distancing are adhered by all, for the 
good of all.

Finally, on the issue of Covid, you should have 
received a letter from Miss Moles updating you 
on the vaccination catch up programme in 
school, which will take place next Monday. This 
is for those families who have given consent, 
but were unable to receive the vaccination on 
the previous occasion. 

In the remainder of this newsletter, I draw your 
attention to two areas for special attention. 
The first is the use of the school app, Edulink. 
This is an essential platform for communication 
between school and home and it gives you up 
to the minute information on your child. If you 
have not signed up to Edulink, please do so, and 
if you are having difficulty signing up, please let 
us know and we will help. At the moment there 
are approximately forty-five families in each 
year who have yet to join the app. Second, you 
will note from the library flyer, that we have a 
new librarian, Ms Walker, who is updating our 
library and making plans for our new library 
once the new building work is completed. 
As you will see we are having a library book 
amnesty, so do please check you homes for 
school books that can be returned to school 
and send them back in.

We are now in the season of Advent; a time 
of great celebration for the birth of our Lord. 
We are producing virtual assemblies, Advent 
services and a socially distanced year group 
Christmas dinner for our students to ensure that 
the season can be celebrated appropriately. 
Please keep our school community in your 
prayers and thoughts.

Have a great weekend everyone.

God bless,  

Mr Mathew



KS3
In Year 7, our Disney project is a unifying escape 
from what’s going on; with bright colours, catchy 
songs, and light humour these things help lighten 
up the mood and the children have really engaged 
with this project this term. Disney, through the 
power of narration, creates a world with a theme and 
characters, to evoke emotions that are common to 
all people around the world.  The children have been 
able to choose a movie or character to base their 
ideas on to create a range of Graphic promotional 
products.  The pupils have learnt a number of skills, 
from drawing, animation, typography to how to use 
of paper and card. They have learned to use the iterative 
design process to develop their ideas. They have produced 
a Popcorn holder and were able to put them to the test and 
thoroughly evaluate their effectiveness.

The RSPB have been running their campaign to “give 
nature a home” and the pupils in Year 8 have responded 
by producing homes for bugs!. Although we may not all be 
fans of these creepy crawlies, insects create the biological 
foundation for all terrestrial ecosystems and are an 
essential part of life. It has been fantastic to see the pupils 
back in the workshop and making. They have learned to 
use a number of hand tools and joining methods 
with brilliant results.

DT is a popular choice in Year 9 and we have 
four groups who are continuing their study in 
the subject. Building on the skills learned during 
the making of the Bughouse, Year 9  have been 
making useful toolboxes designed to hold tools, 
stationery or even cosmetics. They have really 
enjoyed this project, and, I am sure you agree, 
they have produced some great work.

KS4
Year 10 successfully completed their lighting 
project which they started during the summer 
term; despite numerous disruptions, the pupils 
persevered and finished these during the first 
half of the Autumn term producing excellent 
outcomes. 

They are practising for the NEA task and 
have been working on the “nature and the 
environment” task set by AQA for previous 
contextual challenges. Sadly, the number of 
hedgehogs in the UK has plummeted over 
recent years. While there were estimated to be 
around 1.5 million in 1995, today there is believed 
to be fewer than 500,000. Hedgehogs need 
homes just like humans, so making one for them 
is a great way to encourage them into your 
garden. Hedgehogs are becoming increasingly 
reliant on urban and suburban gardens. Urban 
populations of hedgehogs have increased by up 
to a third, while rural populations have halved. 
This decline is likely caused by the loss and 
degradation of our habitats due to pressures 
such as development, agricultural intensification 
and climate change. Year 10 have been 
designing homes for hedgehogs based on 20th 
century architecture. developing and refining 
their modelling techniques through various 
design iterations.

We were very impressed with how the year 11’s 
mock exam went and are now continuing to 
work on their NEA. It can be a difficult juggling 
act but they are all coping really well. During 
the period of school closure due to the Covid19 
pandemic, our current Year 11 pupils missed out 
on valuable practical workshop time. To enable 
pupils an opportunity to get back some of that 
lost practical time, we have collapsed their 
timetables for one day to enable them to spend 
the day in the workshop. We created a bespoke 
programme of practical skills and processes to 
support them as they continue with the NEA. 
They have some fantastic ideas and we are 
really pleased with their work. 

We were pleased to welcome Design Manager, 
Imogen Law,from Kier, our builders,  to talk to 
the pupils about her educational from  studying 
Design Technology at GCSE and A’level to 
Architecture and Engineering at University. 
She spent the morning with the pupils talking 
to them about their projects and helping them 
develop their skills in card modelling and marker 
rendering. This was a valuable and relevant 
experience for them and I know the pupils really 
enjoyed this day.

ENRICHMENT 
This has been great fun with 7, 9 and 12 working together on a 
Wednesday, and 8, 10 and 11 on a Monday. They were able to 
support and help each other to produce some fantastic products 
to hold kitchen towels. Sadly, this is unable to continue currently 
due to the current Covid restrictions , however we do hope to 
support pupils to complete these items during their classes. 

FOOD 
Year 7

Year 7 have been focused on learning key 
skills in their practical work and improving on 
existing ones. They have made a great start 
to the subject and seem to really enjoy the 
practical lessons. They have produced some 
fantastic work and should be very proud of their 
progress. They have covered all about health 
and safety and are now working on healthy 
eating – what  it means and reflecting on how 
they can make healthier choices in their diet.

Year 8 

Year 8 have almost completed the rotation 
in food. They have had an introduction to the 
key stage 4 subject of hospitality and catering. 

We have completed more complicated recipes 
that focus on producing high quality finished 
products. I have been impressed with how they 
have taken to their practical lessons considering 
we had no practical lessons last year.

Year 10

The year 10 caterers are focusing on the 
curriculum to complete any outstanding work 
from the disruption last year. I have also focused 
on making sure they are completing high skill/ 
high mark dishes so that when they complete 
their practical exam next year they will give 
themselves the best opportunity to achieve top 
marks. Please ask your sons/daughters about 
their work in the lesson and their commitment 
to the subject, Encourage them to make full and 
detailed notes and to complete all work set.

USEFUL WEBSITES
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552

https://technologystudent.com/pdf15/NEA_1_update1.pdf

https://www.gcsepod.com/

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552
https://technologystudent.com/pdf15/NEA_1_update1.pdf
https://www.gcsepod.com/


Football

The year 9 boys’ football team played their third 
league game of the season this week. Having not 
been fortunate enough to gain a win this season, 
they were looking to bounce back with a victory. 
An early goal via a corner from Nico Marcantonio 
gave JHN a sense of hope right from the start. 
After a closely matched first half it was JHN who 
went in with a 1-0 lead. Unfortunately, after all 
the effort shown in the first 30 minutes, JHN let 
their lead slip within the first 5 minutes of the 
second half. Two quick fire goals gave Highfield 
the lead with 25 minutes to play. It was all JHN 
for the last part of the second half. They played 
some great football and managed to equalise 
with a well-worked team move which saw Jaime 
Myro Malagon finish low in the corner. No more 
chances fell to either side in the final part of the 
game, and the score was tied 2-2.

Cross country

Our District Cross Country event was held last 
Thursday on a beautiful day in Fairlands Park. 
The course, a tricky off road loop round the 
lakes, is challenging and pushes runners to their 
limits. We are incredibly pleased with every 
single runner, all finishing very respectably, 
but particular mentions go to Sophie Stelmach 
for her 3rd place finish and James Kosky 
and Thomas Rustean finishing 1st and 3rd 
respectively. 

We had Year 7, 8, 9 boys and girls compete  
and Year 10 boys compete

Results:

Year 8 girls:  Gold  Sophie Stelmach

Year 9 girls: Bronze  Olivia Bandyra

Year 10 boys: Gold  James Kosky 
 Bronze Tom Rustean

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Basketball

Last Thursday saw the year 8 boys’ 
basketball team play their first match of 
the season against Hitchin Boys’ School. 
For what was to be their first ever match 
for a lot of the boys, there was a real 
sense of excitement. Hitchin Boys’ School 
showed their dominance in the opening 
two quarters. However, in the second 
half, and especially in the last quarter, 
JHN put on a fine display. There was 
signs of improvement from start to finish. 
Points were scored by George Hallam and 
Anthony Nwajei.

Extra-curricular

Due to covid restrictions and the inability 
to mix age group bubbles, clubs are open 
to all students across only one year group 
until further notice. Please take note of 
the changing space allocated to your year 
group to ensure year group bubbles are 
kept separate. The days for these clubs are:

Monday:  Year 7 football  
 - inside changing room door

Monday:  Year 8 football  
 - outside changing room door

Wednesday:  Year 9 football  
 - inside changing room door

Wednesday:  Year 10 football  
 - outside changing room door

Thursday  Week 1: Year 10 basketball

Thursday  Week 2: Year 8 basketball

UPCOMING FIXTURES
Thursday 9th December at 3pm the Year 10 
Netball Team are playing Parmitters School in 
the next round of the County Cup. Good luck 
team!

Monday 6th December at 2:30pm the year 7 
rugby team are playing the Knights Templar 
School.

Wednesday 8th December at 2:30pm the year 
9 football team are playing St Christopher’s 
school.  

Thursday 9th December at 2:30pm the year 
8 team are playing The Thomas Alleyne’s 
Academy



HELPING YOUR CHILD TO BE SAFER ONLINE
The UK Safer Internet Centre tells us:

It is really important to chat with your children on an ongoing basis about staying safe online.

Not sure where to begin? These conversation starter suggestions can help.

• Ask your children to tell you about the sites they like to visit and what they enjoy doing 
online.

• Ask them about how they stay safe online. What tips do they have for you, and where did 
they learn them? What is OK and not OK to share?

• Ask them if they know where to go for help, where to find the safety advice, privacy 
settings and how to report or block on the services they use.

• Encourage them to help someone! Perhaps they can show you how to do something better 
online or they might have a friend who would benefit from their help and support.

• Think about how you each use the internet. What more could you do to use the internet 
together? Are there activities that you could enjoy as a family?

SAFEGUARDING
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THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

Monday 6th Dec Covid Jabs in the Sports Hall

Wednesday 8th Dec
Feast Day of the Immaculate Conception

Christmas Dinner & Christmas Jumper Day

Thursday 9th Dec
8.30am
6pm

Year 8 Positive Parental Engagement Coffee Morning

VIRTUAL Reading Intervention Parents Information Evening

Friday 10th Dec Human Rights Day

We have launched a new 
app, Edulink One, that 
allows you to stay up to 
date with all of your son/
daughter’s information and 
what is happening in school. 
This includes timetables, 
rewards and sanctions, 
after school clubs, contact 

information, attendance, exams information 
and communications from school. Please go 
to app store or google play to download the 
app – Edulink One. You should have received 
an email to allow you to set up an account. We 
hope to move most services to this app over 
the next few years so please ensure you have 
downloaded it. 

https://www.overnetdata.com/parent-overview/

Voluntary/suggested donation of £1 paid via ParentPay

Prizes and Newman Points available for most 
festive form and best dressed across the year groups! 

THE SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN 
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

£1 
per 

ticket

Registered charity no. 1072641
Scan the QR code for tickets.

First prize £200 cash

mailto:admin@Jhn.herts.sch.uk
www.jhn.herts.sch.uk
https://www.overnetdata.com/parent-overview/

