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Dear 
Parents and Guardians, 

OUR
PUPILS
SHINE

We have completed our Open Evening and 
I thank everyone who was involved in the 
planning, preparation and delivery of such an 
important event for our school. We did consult 
with Herts County Council before the event to 
ensure that they were happy with our Covid 
preparations, and I am pleased to say that they 
were very happy with the changes that we had 
made to ensure everyone’s safety.

Mrs Berwick and myself attend the first session 
of the Herts initiative, “Great Representations” 
this week. This is a county-wide response to the 
need to address the following agenda, “Racism, 
Anti-Racism and Educational Leadership” in 

schools. The sessions on the day were led by 
Professor Paul Miller and this is the start of a 
year-long project to develop resources and 
social awareness in schools. 

We are very pleased to be a part of this project 
as many schools requested to take part, but 
only a small group were selected. The work 
that we have already undertaken as part of 
our Equality, Diversity and Inclusion (EDI) 
group, was recognised as being a strength 
of our school and worthy of sharing with 
other schools. I will keep you updated as the 
year progresses. I have copied the details on 
Professor Paul Miller below.

Biography of Professor Paul Miller

“Paul Miller, PhD, is professor of Educational Leadership & 
Social Justice at the University of Huddersfield and President 
of the Commonwealth Council for Educational Administration 
& Management. He is also Principal Consultant and Director of 
Educational Equity Services: https://educationalequityservices.com 
He started out as a secondary teacher in Jamaica and London.

He has an extensive body of research in the area of anti-racism and 
social justice in education, and educational leadership, in particular 
regarding staff progression and leadership behaviour. He has 
conducted numerous organisational studies, many of which have 
been published as journal papers and/or reports.

He has undertaken capacity-development work in hundreds of schools with teachers and 
school leaders, and also with college and university leaders. He has also developed the UK’s 
first accredited professional development programme in “Equity, Inclusion & Organisational 
Diversity”.

He has worked with organisations to revise and develop systems and processes in relation 
to staff recruitment, development, retention and progression, and he also supported many 
educational institutions in areas of diversifying, decolonising and inclusivising the curriculum. 
Furthermore, he has supported organisations in reviewing and/or drafting EDI policies, and 
provides “Facilitated conversations” on Race & BAME staffing Senior Management Team in 
educational and other organisations.

He is a member of Council of the British Educational Leadership Management Administration 
Society, Principal Fellow of the Higher Education Academy, a Fellow of the Academy of Social 
Sciences and a Chartered Manager, Chartered Management Institute.

Paul has written over 90 publications, including 10 books, journal papers and research reports.

His work is being used by the UK Cabinet Office in Anti-racist educational policy development.

Prayer

God our Father, extend our horizons,
Widen our vision, 
And remind us how inter-connected we are as 
your sons and daughters.
Breathe your Spirit into us that we may live more 
truly as brothers and sisters of one another.
 Amen
Saint John Henry Newman, pray for us.

Finally, I referred last week to an additional bank 
holiday for schools, which has been granted in light 
of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. I can confirm that 
we have allocated that day to Friday 26th November. 
This means that the school will be closed on Friday 
26th November and Monday 29th November, which 
is our occasional day. I hope that this break will offer 
all an opportunity for rest and to restore before we 
begin the final three weeks of the autumn term.”

Have a restful and enjoyable weekend. 

God bless,

Mr Mathew

https://educationalequityservices.com


THIS WEEKS DATES FOR PARENTS

Monday 4 October Year 11 Duke of Edinburgh 
Expedition

Tuesday 5 October 7.30 VIRTUAL Year 11: Developing Grit – 
Parents Meeting

Thursday 7 October 4.30 VIRTUAL Year 7 & 12 Form Tutor 
Parents Consultation Evening

This week we celebrated the first of our new House Saints’ Feast Days; St Lorenzo Ruiz on 
Tuesday 28th September. Dylan Baxter and Isaac Timms, both in 7LR, have written a short 
bio of their House Saint. 

St Lorenzo was born in a city called Manilla in the Philippines in the early 17th century. He 
lived a normal Christian life until he was thought to have killed a Spanish man in 1636. He 
fled to Japan in search of safety, but all he found there was prison, for the Japanese were 
persecuting Christians who were in their country. He was imprisoned in Nagasaki in 1637 and 
was subjected to different ways of torture designed to stop the Christians believing in God. 

Lorenzo still refused to recant, and his last words were “I am a Catholic and wholeheartedly 
accept death for God. Had I a thousand lives, all these to Him I shall offer. Do with me as you 
please.”

Lorenzo was beatified by Pope John Paul II on 18 February 1981 at a ceremony held in the 
Philippines, making it the first ceremony ever held outside the Vatican.

Sixth Form

English Language & Literature - Y13 - Monday 
lunchtime – Room 32

Biology - Year 13 – Monday (Week 1) - Room 57

Geography - Year 13 – Monday - Room 26

History – Year 13 – Monday - Rooms 72 and 73

Maths -  Year 12 & 13 - Mondays - Room 6

Business – 13 - Wednesday – Room 22

Film Studies - Year 13 - Thursday lunchtime 
(week 1 only) - Room 25

Art - Year 13 - Thursday – Room 38

Physics – Year 12 & 13 – Thursday – Room 5

Psychology - Year 13 - Thursday -  Room 11

Sociology - Year 13 - Thursdays – Room 12b

Chemistry - Year 12 & 13 - Friday – Room 46

GCSE

English - Year 11 – Monday – Room 25

English My Tutor sessions – Year 11 - Monday – 
Room 23

Music (by arrangement with Music teacher) - 
Year 11 - Monday & Thursday – Music Lab 1

RE - Year 11 - Monday – Room 59

Graphics – Year 11 – Monday – Art block

DT - Year 11 – Tuesday & Friday - Room 50

Dance - Year 11 – Tuesday PM & Wednesday 
lunchtime – Dance studio

Art - Year 11 - Wednesday– Art block

Business – Year 11 - Wednesday – Room 22

History – Year 11 – Wednesday - Rooms 72 & 73

Maths (foundation drop in) - Year 11 - Thursday 
– Room 7

Key Stage 3

Maths Club - Year 7 to 9 - Thursdays - Rooms 1 
and 3

INTERVENTION SESSIONS
All sessions after school unless stated. This timetable will be in place until December when we will 
send out a new version.



I have just received the news that artworks by Saint John Henry 
Newman School Art students have been installed at Stevenage 
Train Station. The project was commissioned by Govia Thameslink 
Railway (GTR) and delivered and run by Groundwork East, an 
environmental and community charity. The idea is to create fun and 
vibrant artworks to be installed at local train stations, for the public 
to enjoy and for students to take pride in their local area.  

We were given the brief that the work needed to be bright and 
bold. Students’ work was selected from the cohort whose year 
in school ended short in March 2020. We thought it would be a 
great way to share their talents. Their work was professionally 
photographed and transformed into banners, to form part of a 
semi-permanent display alongside the work of other schools.

Congratulations to you all,

ARTWORKS INSTALLED AT STEVENAGE TRAIN STATION

 We are delighted to 
share with you that 
Annabelle Walsh in Year 
9 is one of 120 children 
who have made it to the 
regional finalist stage 
of the Heroes Stamp 
Design Competition. 
An incredible 606,049 
entries were received 

from children across the UK, with an amazing 
7,479 schools taking part. Congratulations to all 
606,049 children who entered, as their designs 
contributed towards a GUINNESS WORLD 
RECORDS™ title for the largest postage stamp 
design competition.

The Prime Minister Boris Johnson launched the 
competition earlier this year, inviting all children 
in the UK aged 4 to 14 years old to design a 
postage stamp. The theme is “Honouring the 
heroes of the pandemic. Children entering the 
competition were required to design an image 
of their hero or heroes from the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Prime Minister Boris Johnson said: “It is of great 
credit to the children of this country that in 

world record breaking numbers they picked up 
their paintbrushes, pens and paints and paid 
artistic tribute to the heroes of our coronavirus 
response. Their brilliant efforts represent the 
collective gratitude of the nation to everyone 
who went above and beyond during the 
pandemic. Congratulations to all those who 
have made it to the next round and thank you 
to everyone who has taken part.”

To arrive at the 120 regional finalists, a network 
of judges, consisting of current and retired 
art teachers, evaluated each of the 606,049 
entries. Over a three-month period, the best 
entries, from Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales 
and the nine regions of England were chosen 
from each age group. From these 120 regional 
finalists, a special panel of judges will now 
determine the winning 24 regional designs and 
these will be announced in November.

From these 24 entries, eight winning images 
will be chosen as official Royal Mail stamps. 
They will then appear on millions of items of 
mail across the UK when they are issued in the 
Spring of 2022. We wish Annabelle the very 
best of luck.



Congratulations to Jemima McConnell Smith Y11, 
Leila Browne Y11 and Kyla Treanor Y9 who took part 
in Born to Perform with Dance Steps Academy in 
Peterborough last Sunday. 

Their street dance team won the ‘Class Act’ Award, 
was put through to the Wild Card round and went on 
to win the top cash prize.

WEEKLY SPORTS NEWS 

Year 8 district team

Last week Oliver Burwash, Alex Swietochowski, 
and Marvin Fourdjour all represented the North 
Herts District team against mid Herts. All three 
boys put in a great performance. Ollie scored a 
hat-trick and Marvin got his name on the score 
sheet by scoring our last goal. Alex controlled the 
defence with his talking from the back as well as 
making some key saves to keep the opposition 
out.

This week’s game will see George Sweeney and 
Will Rosowski play. Good luck to those two in the 
final selection.
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CURRENT JOB VACANCIES:

We are looking for new members of the Dolce family to work with us in our school's kitchen

We are looking for:
● Cooks

● Mobile cooks
● Kitchen assistants

● Mobile kitchen assistants

Full training and uniform will be provided, mileage at 45p is paid for mobile members of the
team.

If you are interested please contact me on veronika.lorencova@dolce.co.uk or by phone on
07384517205

PE FIXTURES:
Football

Year 7 boys vs Barnwell @ HOME on 
06/10/21

Year 8 boys vs St Michaels @ ST 
MICHAELS (county cup) on 07/10/21

Year 10 girls vs St Edmunds @ ST 
EDMUNDS (county cup) on 06/10/21

Netball

Year 10 JHN girls vs Queenswood school 
@ HOME
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